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I am Chang SE-JEONG. and I am working for JOONGANG ILBO, a leading S. Korean Daily newspaper. I have been the chief of China bureau since January 2007. What I say today is just my personal opinion and not represent the views of JOONGANG ILBO.  
As for me, I am very interested in reporting on NEA issues. I think NEA would become something like EU someday. I am sure dynamic regional cooperation between NEA nations would benefit all nations in this region.

Cooperation issues in NEA are booming since October 2009, when three nations (South Korea, China, and Japan) summit was held in Beijing. I think it is very positive signal, so we should sustain this good momentum.

I think cooperation in government level is most important for the success of NEA cooperation. I also think role of media is essential to it at the same time. If media commit a positive role for NEA cooperation, the speed of NEA cooperation could be much faster.

But this is just an ideal situation that we can dream. We are facing many obstacles during report in real situation. Sometime the ability of a journalist is limited, with the problems on language proficiency and inaccurate communication. But the biggest obstacle in reporting NEA cooperation issues is structural one.

Now let me mention some difficulties in reporting NEA cooperation issues.

1. Difficulties (obstacles)
1.1 political tensions in the region
As you know, Tian-An warship incident in West sea of S. Korea this March 2010 is an example, just like the nuclear test issue and the launching of ballistic missile. If such an incident happens, political tension would rise.
It may destroy regional peace and damage confidence between the nations. When conflicts happen, it is very difficult for government to stress cooperation. 
The same logic applies to Media. It is very difficult for media to support regional cooperation when conflicts occur in the region. It may absolutely impossible to support regional cooperation sometimes.
We can report minimal regional cooperation issues at that time. In the worst situation, we cannot report regional cooperation issues until the conflict is settled. 
So I would say that keeping regional peace is essential to NEA cooperation, and that sometimes, a peaceful environment in NEA is essential to reporton  NEA cooperation issues. So I want to suggest that we should take some actions for sustainment of regional peace and stability.

1.2 conflict of interests
Cooperation is not always useful to every nation. 

Let us take KUMGANG mt. travel issue between two Koreas for example. Originally the travel was good for two Koreas. It was considered good cooperation case in NEA, but when relations between two Koreas are worsening, it directly affects the travel cooperation. At this time if china launches KUMGANG mt. travel cooperation with North Korea, then South Korean government would be not happy to hear that news. 
So when conflict of interests happen, it may be an obstacle to media report. We could blame the selfishness of any nation, but it is inevitable in reality sometimes.
1.3 history and territory disputes
Dispute on history and territory are very complicated problems. Those are very big obstacles for the media, especially in NEA. 
The biggest obstacle is historical disputes. Wartime crime of colonial Japan is still hot issue in KOREA and CHINA. Some ancient history dispute between South Korea and China is pending.

Another obstacle is territory dispute. It include dispute between China and Japan, which means the East China Sea maritime dispute. 

When it comes to this issue, media of each nation is overheated too easily. I don’t want to debate on those issues with some of you from Japan or China on the floor.

2. STRATEGIES (some ideas)

2.1 In pursuit of common interests
If we want to increase cooperation in NEA, we should peruse common interests between the nations. Cooperation could start from doing easy projects for which consensus can be reached easily.
Whether it is big or small, we should try something that can bear fruit early. For example, some South Korean volunteers have been planting trees in the desert of Inner Mongolia, China to prevent desertification.
I have reported this story many times with positive feedback from out readers. I am sure that this kind of stories can help to prompt regional cooperation in NEA.

2.2 media report to increase mutual understanding
I think media reports in this region should more focus on increasing mutual understanding between nations in NEA. 
Media report should prompt human exchange, especially youth exchanges. in my opinion, cultural exchange is a very useful channel to understand each other.
I had experience to cover international cultural exchange forum in October 2009 in Yangzhou, Jiangsu province of China. My topic was about cultural exchange between Korea, China and Japan during Tang dynasty (about AD 8C). I reported about one Korean person CUI ZHI YUAN (崔致遠) who worked for Tang dynasty as a civil servant. He is regarded as a symbol of good relations between Korea and China at that time. I also reported about a Chinese monk Jianzhen (鑑眞) who helped Japanese people. He is also regarded as a symbol of good relations between china and Japan then. The reports about cultural exchange between Korea, china and Japan during Tang dynasty remind my readers that the root and history of cooperation between NEA is very deep and remote. Even though it was small news, I am very proud of reporting it to my readers.

2.3 avoiding provocative /sensational media reports 
Because of commercial interests, media is exposed to sensationalism. I think it is very usual for all media to pursue its popularity, but we should avoid provocative /sensational reporting as possible as we can. I want to address that Internet media should take a more prudent attitude in reporting.

Especially we should not report the stories harming cooperation in NEA. If our report is proved to be false, we should correct it as soon as we can. We should mainly consider cooperation in NEA.

2.4 expanding media exchange
I remember that media exchange between journalists of Korea and China began December 2008. The members are Korean correspondents in Beijing and ex- Chinese correspondents in Seoul. We meet periodically to talk about hot issues, and sometime we invite guest reporters. Even though media exchange between Korea and china is not mature enough, I hope it is a useful platform to promote cooperation between NEA. 
I suggest that we should have more opportunities of media exchange between Korea and Japan, at the same time media exchange between china and Japan.

3. Conclusion
Today I addressed some topic about REPORTING NEA COOPERATION ISSUES: DIFFICULTIES AND STRATEGIES.
I think there may be some people who do not agree with my points. But I just want to share some ideas and experience with my fellow journalists. 
Thank you very much.
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