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Opening Remarks for 
Promoting the GTI and Northeast Asian Cooperation

Napoleon Navarro

  Deputy Country Director, UNDP China
H.E. Tsedenjav SUKHBAATAR,
Respected representatives from GTI member governments, 

Distinguished guests of international organizations, NGOs, leading research institutes, 

Friends of the media, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Development Programme, allow me to extend warm welcome to all of you for your interest in reinforcing and supporting the Greater Tumen initiative. Let me in particular acknowledge with thanks the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development for their generous support to this meaningful workshop. I would also like to take the opportunity to put on record our great appreciation to the China State Administration for Radio, Film and Television (SARFT) for hosting the Asia Media Summit. The summit provides us with an opportunity to gather here and exchange views and thoughts on the development in Northeast Asia and discuss the important role of the media in promoting this cooperation and development. Meanwhile, my sincere thanks also go to dear colleagues working in the Tumen Secretariat. Thank you all for your diligent work in preparing the details of the workshop.

At a glance, the Greater Tumen Region, covers the three Northeast provinces (Jilin, Heilongjiang and Liaoning) and Inner Mongolia of China; the Eastern Provinces of Mongolia; the Eastern port cities of the Republic of Korea; and the Primorsky territory of the Russian Federation. There are around 13.8 million people living over more than 2.4 million square meters in this region. It is one of the fastest growing economic regions in the world and rich in gas, oil and mineral wealth and benefits from major trade, transport and energy routes. 
Initiated by UNDP in 1991, the Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI), originally called the Tumen River Area Development Programme (TRADP), has developed into a unique intergovernmental cooperation mechanism for Northeast Asia. It brings together the participating governments, namely, that of China, Mongolia, Republic of Korea and the Russia Federation for policy dialogue and action in key areas, such as transport, energy, trade and investment, tourism and the environment as a cross-cutting sector. Its main goal is to consolidate regional economic cooperation for greater pro-poor growth and sustainable development in the Greater Tumen Region. 

The GTI has achieved real results on the geopolitical level and taken concrete actions at the institutional level: it has changed from a programme led by UNDP to that led by member countries, while UNDP remains as the strategic partner; it served as a platform for dialogue and policy coordination among member countries; it has contributed to good relations, and made concrete progress in specific areas such as cross border trade and transport infrastructure; it has led to some degree to greater growth and sustainable development for the people in the Tumen River area.

Since the Greater Tumen Area is a vital region, with potential to become the development pole of Northeast Asia, UNDP remains deeply commitment to support the over-arching goal of promoting regional cooperation initiative for achieving the MDGs. However, we have also to accept that the potential of cooperation towards a greater Tumen Region has not been fully realized. Thus we need continuous and firm commitments from member countries, active participation from local government, innovations from renowned research institutes, close cooperation with relevant international organizations, and of course support from the media. 

I want to emphasize here the importance of the media which can help promote the Great Tumen Initiative and Northeast Asia Cooperation and development, enhance the cooperation between governments, local provinces and enterprises to achieve greater prosperity of the region and bring more benefits to the people.

Let me wish the workshop a great success. I look forward to hearing you all on the good practices in the Northeast Asia Region and discuss with you ways to better promote the cooperation.

Thank you.
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