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Distinguished guests, summit delegates and citizens of the Asian world,

It is incredibly important in these uncertain times that we make right decisions about important issues and there are some very important decisions about the future development of East Asia that must be made soon.   The formation of the Union of East Asia is one of those extremely important decisions and the right decision for the future of the citizens of East Asia may well be determined by us at this summit.  
It seems to me that forming the Union of East Asia is unavoidable if East Asia is to develop and make the most of its potential, just as it became necessary for the people in Europe to establish the European Union. The European Union, or the EU, was established in 1993, and was based on the European Community, or the EC, which had first begun in 1967.  At a relatively early stage in the European Community development, the importance of higher education and educational exchange had become very evident and the EC began initiatives that resulted in the Erasmus (European Region Action Scheme for the Mobility of University Students) Programme, started in 1987.  Erasmus was designed to encourage higher education exchanges between other EC countries, but it was so successful that it led to the formation of the Erasmus Mundus Programme in 2000, that opened these educational exchanges to countries outside the EU.  The Erasmus Programme and the Erasmus Mundus Programme were implemented in order to make Europe "the most competitive and knowledge-based economy in the world and a reference for high quality and excellence in education".  Even more than the educational benefits, however, these students have realized some significant cultural benefits as well.  They have come to develop a broader understanding of their region and a sense of community with their fellows.   

Asia needs to develop a similar program that will lead to these same benefits.  For our Asian educators to be able to exchange with other educators in other areas would make all of our educational institutions stronger and more vibrant.  We also need for our university students to develop an understanding and a sense of caring about the people in East Asia.  The students are our future leaders and much depends on them. In today's world of a technologically advanced society where information travels at the speed of light, we need first to share the knowledge and to exchange and understand each other's cultural uniqueness. 

We have been given the freedom to choose the way we go.  One road is paved with easy and quick economic or political gains, while to travel the other road we may need to work a little harder and be patient while educating the young people and society and providing the solid foundation for them to make the right decisions for the future generations.  Even as Robert Frost, the famous American poet, said in his famous poem, “I took the road less traveled by, and it made all the difference.” I believe the education road is the road that will make the difference and we should take that way to prepare for future Asian development.  Traveling along this road will allow educated citizens to impact society so that there is a sort of mushroom effect in the culture and the ever-increasing educational level in that society.
Basing the Union of East Asia upon the development of education and culture may be a “road less traveled by,” but it carries great promise for our region.  To make this happen, however, colleges and universities must come together to develop the same visions and dreams by exchanging knowledge and celebrating the differences in cultures. Education leads to cultivating people and developing human resources, thus it is a way we can participate in the future today. We are heading toward a regional commonwealth without any territorial limitations of borders or borderlines. We at Yanbian University of Science & Technology (or YUST) have been offering a student exchange program for the last 15 years whereby students receive proper accredited college credit while they come to understand how to share and live with diverse cultures. This is possible because we have not only our own Chinese and Chinese- Korean students, but we also have international and exchange students from many different countries.  Twenty years ago, when we first established the Yanbian University of Science & Technology, or YUST, we wanted to provide a global setting where we could educate future leaders who are capable of mutual understanding and cooperation and now we have also established the Pyongyang University of Science & Technology, or PUST, with the same vision. Currently, the Yanbian University of Science & Technology has faculty members representing 13 countries, international students from many countries including Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Korea, and about 90 exchange students each semester from South Korea, US, Canada, Germany and Switzerland.  
History has proven that absolutely nothing good can come out of War and it is evil. Warfare in terms of gaining land masses has mostly passed with the Industrial Age, but now, we need to unite in order for our region to thrive and we need to struggle to attain a much greater vision.  In other words, we are seeking Intellectual Advancement which is much closer to our needs today to be intelligent beings with the skills and the understanding to make great progress in regional development.
Thus, to initiate a Program similar to that of the Erasmus Programme or the Erasmus Mundus Programme, I propose that through The Greater Tumen Initiative we unite many colleges and universities around the globe, and especially those in Asia, to this round table to start building up the regional commonwealth upon what has already been created in YUST. I ask all the representatives who are present here today to go back and make an effort to bring their local educational institutions to join us. Many colleges and universities already have international exchange programs, but we need to act together to develop a stronger regional program.

Next, in the same spirit as the student exchange program, we at YUST have been conducting an International Symposium for the last 15 years with 6 to10 countries sending business and educational representatives every year. The International Symposium gathers students, professors and upper level management of colleges and universities to share their knowledge and to compare the inner workings of each other’s educational programs, as well as encouraging the business leaders to be involved in the educational process.  The business leaders are also interested in the educational strength of these institutions because these institutions will provide some of their best workers and leaders in the future. We believe the educational leaders such as the teachers, the management and the supporters do need to learn and adapt to our fast changing world of information and globalization and it needs to be a concerted effort. 
Therefore, my second proposal is that we unite the leaders of education in conferences like this YUST International Symposium and hold the events on the campuses of the different colleges and universities in order to expand their cooperation while also giving them an opportunity to promote their institutions. 
We need to put away the notions of fighting and killing each other for freedom, peace and prosperity. We need to learn to forgive and understand each other so that there will be a far greater degree of freedom, peace and prosperity.  When people cheat, lie and hurt others to win or to advance, they know deep down in their heart that they do not deserve any real progress or advancement that comes. They also do not get real satisfaction from their achievement.  If people, however, practice the 6 things which I am about to mention, they will not only get the full satisfaction, but they will gain an unlimited dynamism or synergy that can be used to promote peace and prosperity effectively and efficiently.  

Indeed, this is the most vital part, and this is the corner stone of my proposal.  The 6 vital elements are:
understanding, mutual respect, sacrifice, reconciliation, gratitude and timely apologies.  These things translate into love.  These times of terrorism, natural disasters, and uncertainly in all areas, the world requires a new philosophy and that new philosophy is "Love-ism."
I firmly believe that in order to achieve true and lasting peace and prosperity, there is no other way but through education.  We need to educate people that being different is not wrong or bad.  Education can teach people to think creatively and not to fear things that are different but rather to be curious, curious enough to be excited about differences in cultures and the different ways that many other people think.
Asia has often promoted the work of the intellectuals and given them high praise, but the Asian education system has not been able to globalize because it was self-centered. We have promoted education to be a luxury and allowed the intellectuals of society to become elites rather than the normal. Therefore, there has not been mutual understanding between different classes nor different cultures of people, nor even different genders. Historically, Asian Education had depth but it just was not available for common people. Now, most of our education is adopted from the Western Culture where its philosophy is based on Christianity. In the earlier days, when the missionaries wanted to become accepted by different races or different cultures, they often had to educate the common people in the tribes or the regions. Thus, today we see all these great colleges and universities such as Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Yale and Princeton. In Korea, we have Yonsei University and Ewha Woman's College that were started by the early missionaries. If we were to form a Union based on economy or politics, it will be natural for each country to protect their own agendas and welfare. This can only lead to domination and remorse for different groups of people and the true peace will not be there but only Chaos. In Education, people can work for a common goal and vision, putting aside personal differences, and in knowledge and wisdom, we will have mutual understanding where natural laws and theories are the same regardless of who you are or where you came from.
In real life, I witness this every day. At our university (YUST), we have faculty members and professors from 13 different countries where we have diverse educational, cultural, economic, political and religious backgrounds, but there is no evidence of discrimination or hatred because of each other's race, color or religion since they've all learned to love each other through education. They've learned that although many things may seem different and odd, if you educate yourself about others and learn about the existing differences, you will learn that all human beings want to give love and be loved.  For example, our Chinese Students go on to acquire higher education in America, Korea, Japan and Europe. When they come back to China, they not only have learned to respect and understand America, Korea, Japan and Europe, but they also have a deeper appreciation for their own country. We have sister relationships with over 120 colleges and Universities in many countries in Asia, America, and Europe and we have student exchange programs with many of them. Many of the foreign students who come to YUST really begin to understand China and its Chinese people, so this cultural exchange only makes the exchanges more valuable.  All the students who learn and understand other cultures through education and experience actually learn to appreciate and develop a deeper understanding of their own culture. In fact, their view of the world becomes larger and their patriotism grows stronger.
On the YUST Campus, we have instituted an honor system called the Integrity Campus Movement (or ICM) so that when the faculty members and students gather together to dine at one place for a meal, we do not have to monitor whether they pay for their meals.  This teaches our students to be honest especially when no one is looking. In turn, they learn how to develop integrity and self-respect. Some students come back after they graduate and pay 100 fold for the meals they got for free, telling us many heart-touching stories about how YUST has changed their outlook on life since we also allowed them to dine even when they could not pay for it. The faculty members at our school show the students by example about living a life of service and love.  They teach them that people must think and consider other people the way our school has considered them.  Some of these students are now going around the world to provide meals and education for other hungry children and the effect is being multiplied.
By generating future members of society and equipping them with honesty, diligence, responsibility, passion and love, the graduates of YUST have attain an employment rate of 100% for our graduates who are seeking a job.  What is very startling is that the job recruiters often ask for even more graduates since we not only provide high level skilled workers but we also provide them with those qualities that some other schools no longer teach or do not consider important.  We have great confidence in our students and our educational programs. Many students after getting jobs, gaining knowledge and experience in the real world, go back to the rural towns and cities they came from and teach what they have learned.  Still other students go on to graduate school and come back to YUST as professors or researchers after they have finished their study.  Their actions long after they graduate give me an assurance and hope that Education is a way for our world to unite!
The last real remaining territorial boundaries are on the Korean Peninsula which is also bound by a very different political system. We are hoping for reunification on the Korean Peninsula at an early date.  When there is reunification of the Korean Peninsula, I believe there will be a great openness for the borders in most of Asia, if not all, given a little time.
This Union of East Asia will be inevitable and for this we need to prepare ourselves. The formation of this commonwealth or union by China, Korea, Japan, Far East Russia, and Mongolia may begin first through education and then lead naturally into a unity in economic and political matters.  I believe that the reason that the programs like Erasmus and Erasmus Mundus are successful is that they started with all the European countries that were comparable in many areas. In Asia, historically, Japan & China & Russia have been powerhouses but now I believe many of the smaller countries like Korea and Mongolia have came a long way and they are nearing an equal footing with those powerhouses of Asia. My philosophy is that if China, Japan, Korea, Mongolia and Russia unite to form a regional commonwealth, the rest will follow. It seems that Japan has been focusing their efforts both economically and politically toward US and Europe, but I think the focus should be in Asia because if we unite to form an Asian commonwealth, US and European countries will come to us and not the other way, as it had been previously. 
In many areas, the work towards East Asia is under way already. Last month, I was invited to the World Undersea Tunnel Conference where many engineering firms and universities from all over the world came together with Chinese, Japanese and Korean senior Department of Transportation officers to confer about developing a plan to pave highways, link railroads and dig tunnels to connect the transportation infrastructure throughout East Asia. We need to get involved and time is right now. 
That’s why I propose my next idea. I propose that we form a plan to establish and develop the Research and Planning Center in Yanbian, specifically at Yanbian University of Science & Technology, as the place to build a Research and Planning Center for the East Asia Union.   Geographically, the Korean Peninsula borders China, Russia and Japan and our Yanbian University of Science & Technology in Jilin Province is an ideal location for becoming the hub of the future East Asia Union even as Brussels was an ideal location for the EU Headquarter. 
I want you to think bigger and pay the price for our Peace by making investments now in Education using the Erasmus and the Erasmus Mundus Programmes as a reference.  As yet another proposal, I submit to you this suggested schedule for us to begin the process of the formation of the Commonwealth or the Union of East Asia:
1. Form a organizing committee from different countries, representing many walks of life, that will guide and do follow up work, beginning with the colleges and universities that could participate at all levels. 
2. With the help from the organizing committee and participating institutions, establish a legal consortium among the educational institutions in East Asia and initiate a uniform "Student & Faculty Exchange Program" that recognizes diverse programs and officially approves the credits from other Schools.
3. Set up the Research and Planning Center (R & P Center), advisably at YUST, to improve the quality and level of multilateral cooperation and communication between higher education institutions in East Asia so that they share ideas and methodology as well as other resources.
4. Improve and increase cooperation between higher education institutions and businesses and enterprises in order to stay current and parallel with today's business environment. (This kind of work is the reason I propose for the R & P Center.)
5. Coordinate innovation and new pedagogic practice and support between universities in Europe, Americas, Africa, and the rest of the world, particularly in teaching and in research to establish a creative atmosphere for the students and the educators.  This is our ultimate goal.
I received my education in Europe during the 60's and I witnessed how education can bring down the Berlin Wall and unify Europe. In order to speed up the unification in Korean Peninsula, we will be opening for classes at Pyongyang University of Science & Technology in North Korea this year. True education in human values usually does not come from text books but through the interaction with our teachers, our peers and our community leaders.  This education teaches us that the only way we could truly attain peace and prosperity is through forgiveness and unconditional love. 

We need to spread the love through peace and that peace comes with a price.  We who are blessed in so many ways must pay the price for those who do not have those blessings and are in despair. If people only take from people who do not have, it is a sure way to see the fall of humanity as we know it. History has recorded many events and cases when people who gave unconditionally end up receiving far more than they sacrificed or gave.  Just think how difficult or different the world would be if people are not willing to forgive, to share, to apologize for wrongs, and to express genuine love for one another.   It starts with each of us thinking of others, giving and sharing with other the blessings we have been given.   
Thank you and God bless us all
